Fungal peritonitis in patients on continuous ambulatory peritoneal dialysis.
Fungal peritonitis is a rare complication in patients on continuous ambulatory peritoneal dialysis. We report five recent cases and their management. The fungi isolated were Candida albicans, C. parapsilosis, Exophiala jeanselmei, Drechslera spicifera, and a Fusarium species. Chemotherapy was attempted with various regimens including oral ketoconazole, intravenous or intraperitoneal amphotericin B, and oral flucytosine. Pharmacokinetic studies were done in two patients receiving treatment with one of these drugs. Three patients were cured of their fungal infection. Three patients whose Tenckhoff catheters were left in situ died, whereas two patients whose catheters were removed survived. Our experience suggests that removal of the peritoneal catheter should be considered once the diagnosis of fungal peritonitis is established.